
MAJOR IRISH CONTRACT FOR VITREX
Vitreous enamelled (porcelain) steel panels produced locally by Vitrex are to be used on

a new prestige project in Ireland. 

Jet Park-based Vitrex – South Africa’s leading manufacturer of vitreous enamelled steel

panels for architectural applications – has secured it’s first major order into the European

market, for the supply of Vitraclad cladding panels specified for the Sir John Rogerson

Quay office development in Dublin. 

Cristian Cottino, Sales and Marketing Director of Vitrex, says that the order was secured

following  an  intensive  fact-finding  visit  to  South  Africa  in  November  by  a  six-man

delegation from Ireland consisting of representatives for the Developer, Architects, Main

Contractor and the Specialist Sub-contractor.

The Irish delegation to the Jet Park plant was a high-level team consisting of:  

• Declan Kennedy, representing the Developers, Atlanis Ltd;

• Michael  Doherty,  Director  of  Burke-Kennedy  Doyle  Architects  and

Project Architect for Sir John Rogerson Quay;

• Liam  Foran,  Regional  Director  of  Pierse  Contracting  Ltd,  the  Main

Contractor and second largest building contractor in Ireland;

• Raymond  Finneran,  Contracts  Manager  at  Pierse  Contracting  Ltd,

dedicated to the Sir John Rogerson Quay project;

• Finnian Hyland, Production Director of Architectural Aluminium Ltd,

the specialist cladding and curtain wall Sub-contractor responsible for

the design integration and installation of the cladding panels; and

• Ken Green, Sales and Marketing Director of Architectural Aluminium

Ltd.

Vitrex  will  be  supplying  Vitraclad  column  and  spandrel  cladding  panels  to  be

incorporated into the curtain walls on the external facades of the building. The specified

colour for the vitreous enamelled steel panels is “Pure White” and the first part of the

order is currently in production.

Cottino said the major tenant for the new €38m office development will be the UK’s

leading cellular phone network, O2. The contract was secured for Vitrex by its’ Europe

and Middle East agent, David Shepherd of Vitrex (Pty) Ltd (UK).

In recent years, Vitraclad panels have often been specified and exported for installation

at, for example, underground railway stations belonging to the Singapore Land Transport

Authority, and to Australia on the Northbridge Tunnel in Project. 

The exceptionally durable vitreous enamelled steel panels are produced by fusing three

layers of glass to sheet steel at temperatures of over 800 degrees Celsius. Cottino said

Vitraclad  panels  had  extensively  been  specified  for  use  externally  on  commercial,



institutional, educational and other buildings, where maintenance-free colour finishes and

corrosion resistance were required. “Internally,  Vitraclad is the preferred choice where

competitive  products  are  prone  to  vandalism  and  wear.  Vitraclad  is  frequently  also

specified as infill and spandrel panels in curtain- and window-wall systems.” 

Vitraclad panels are generally supported on a sub-structure system, consisting of rails and

fixing  brackets,  and  the  panels  can  be  supplied  in  a  variety  of  joint  specifications

according  to  customers’  requirements.  The  system’s  design  can  accommodate  the

building site conditions as well as any other special situations that need to be addressed.

The  cladding  panel  design  is  also  extremely  flexible  and  panels  can  be  supplied  as

composite sheets, panels with or without insulation, or as fabricated flanged panels.

Vitraclad  panels  are  weatherproof  (including  hail-resistant),  UV-resistant,  corrosion-

proof,  fade-free,  vermin-  and  bacteria-resistant,  non-combustible.  “Some  installations

over  35 years  old  are  still  not  showing  any colour  change  or  deterioration,”  Cottino

added. 
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